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INTRODUCTION. 


In this bulletin are given the data obtained from different methods 
of seed-bed preparation for barley and a study of the cost of produc- 
tion under each of the various methods. Investigations have been 


1 All of the members of the scientific staff of the Office of Dry-Land Agriculture have contributed 
more or less to this paper by having charge of field investigations and by assisting in the preparation of 
data for records or for publication. The scientific staff as at present constituted consists of the following 
members, named in the order of length of service: W. W. Burr, Denver, Colo.; E. F. Chilcott, Woodward, 
Okla.; O.J. Grace, Akron, Colo.; J.S. Cole, Denver, Colo.; J. M. Stephens, Moccasin, Mont.; A. L. Hall- 
sted, Hays, Kans.; O. R. Mathews, Belle Fourche, 8. Dak.; J. C. Thysell, Dickinson, N. Dak.; M. Pfaender, 
Mandan, N. Dak.; H. C. McKinstry, Hettinger, N. Dak.; W. M. Osborn, North Platte, Nebr.; W. D. 
Griggs, Dalhart, Tex.; C. A. Burmeister, Amarillo, Tex.; J. E. Mundell, Big Spring, Tex.; F. L. Kelso, 
Ardmore, S. Dak.; W. A. Peterson, Mandan, N. Dak.; J. T. Sarvis, Ardmore, S. Dak.; G. W. Morgan, 
Huntley, Mont.; J. H. Jacobson, Mitchell, Nebr.; H. G. Smith, Tucumcari, N. Mex.; L. N. Jensen, Wood- 
ward, Okla.; J. G. Lill, Garden City, Kans.; R.S. Towle, Edgeley, N. Dak.; A. J. Ogaard, Williston, N. 
Dak.; C. B. Brown, Dalhart, Tex.; L. D. Willey, Archer, Wyo.; J. B. Kuska, Colby, Kans.; and A. E. 
Seamans, Akron, Colo. 

The following-named men have held positions on the scientific staff of the Office of Dry-Land Agriculture 
during the past nine years, but have resigned or have been transferred to other offices of the Department of 
Agriculture: Sylvester Balz, F. L. Kennard, J. E. Payne, L. E. Hazen, C. A. Jensen, H. R. Reed, W. O. 
Whitcomb, C. H. Plath, F. Knorr, and R. W. Edwards. 

The data here reported from the stations in Kansas, Nebraska, North Dakota, and Montana have been 
obtained in cooperation with the agricultural experiment stations of their respective States. In South 
Dakota, Colorado, Texas, Oklahoma, and New Mexico the stations are operated by the United States 
Department of Agriculture. 

Field, office, and laboratory facilities, teams, and implements have been provided by the Office of Western 
Trrigation Agriculture, at Huntley, Mont., Belle Fourche, S. Dak., and Mitchell, Nebr., and by the Office 
of Cereal Investigations at Amarillo, Tex.,and Archer, Wyo. The Biophysical Laboratory has cooperated 
in obtaining the meteorological data reported. 


Nore.—This bulletin is intended for all who are interested in the agricultural possibilities of the Great 
Plains area. 
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conducted at fourteen different stations in the Great Plains area. 
Barley has been grown to a minor extent in the rotations at all sta- 
tions, although it has not been considered as important a crop as 
either wheat or oats. 

At some of the stations the work has been continuous for eight 
years; at other stations it has been but recently started. The 
results of the first year’s work at any station are not used, as the land 
is uniform in preparation for all plats. From the stations having the 
longer records the results are the most valuable, since they include 
a greater range of climatic conditions. Where a short record is given 
it can show only the effect of the different tillage methods under the 
particular combinations of climatic factors obtaining during that 
time. The crop on any series of plats having the same methods of 
tillage may behave quite differently under the combinations of 
climatic factors that may occur in succeeding years. The relative 
position assumed by the various methods in the first year’s results 
may or may not (be changed from that arrangement by subsequent 
work. It is certain, however, that the range of difference between 
the methods will vary with changing climatic factors. Wide differ- 
ences in yields between methods that may be shown in a short record 
will tend to be narrowed as the length of the record is increased. 

The method of work adopted was that of raising the standard crops 
of each station both in rotations and by different methods of prepara- 
tion under systems of continuous cropping. Inno case have rotations 
requiring more than six years been used. Those of even this length 
have been tried only when sod of tame-grass crops is included. 
More of the work has been done with 3-year and 4-year rotations. 

In this bulletin are shown only the crop immediately preceding 
and the tillage involved in preparing the seed bed for barley. In the 
present stage of development of the work the effect of the imme- 
diately preceding crop and of the method of handling its stubble 
in preparing the seed bed greatly overshadows the effects of the ro- 
tations considered as units. Some of the rotations are calculated to 
conserve or to accumulate fertility and organic matter in the soil, 
while others may perhaps deplete it, but on the naturally fertile 
soils of the Plains such results are not strongly shown in the first 
years of treatment. The controllable factors that exert the greatest 
influence on production are the water supply, the physical condition 
of the seed bed, and a recognized, if not understood, effect of the 
immediately preceding crop. The crop of a single year brings the 
Jand back to so near uniformity in these factors that their probable 
residual effect is not great enough with the work in hand to introduce 
serious error into the study here made. 

This bulletin, which deals with only one crop, does not afford any 
criterion by which to judge the agricultural possibilities of any sec- 
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tion of the region for other crops. The fact that the combination 
of soil and climatic conditions in certain sections is not favorable 
to the production of barley does not signify that such conditions will 
prove unfavorable to other crops. 


IMPORTANCE OF BARLEY AS A GRAIN CROP. 


In some sections of the region barley has not been considered 
strictly as a market crop, but rather as a feed crop. In certain 
parts of the Northwest it has been grown quite extensively as a 
market crop. The price is usually determined by the quality of the 
barley from a brewing standpoint, the demand being for a product 
that is uniform, well matured, and of good color. Certain sections 
of the dry-land regions afford opportunity to grow barley of good 
quality, especially in those years when conditions are favorable for 
the production of a good, plump berry. The dry weather, with the 
absence of dews, gives good conditions under which to harvest the 
crop without injury to quality or color. In the main, however, 
barley has been grown in the Great Plains as feed rather than as a 
market crop. 

Barley has the advantage of requiring on the average a shorter 
growing season than either oats or wheat, and is, therefore, exposed 
for a shorter length of time to the unfavorable climatic conditions 
likely to occur. When seeded at approximately the same time as 
oats, it will ripen with or before the earliest oats. The variety of 
barley which is grown determines somewhat the length of the growing 
season, but the foregoing applies to the average barleys. LEarliness 
of maturity may be of considerable importance in enabling a crop to 
escape drought. 


AREA INCLUDED IN THESE INVESTIGATIONS. 


The area included in these investigations covers a part of 10 States, 
viz, Montana, North Dakota, South Dakota, Wyoming, Nebraska, 
Colorado, Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas, and New Mexico. It extends 
from the ninety-eighth meridian of longitude to the foothills of the 
Rocky Mountains and from the Canadian border to the thirty-second 
parallel. 

The altitude varies from approximately 1,400 feet in the northeast- 
ern part of the area to 6,000 feet at Cheyenne, Wyo. These repre- 
sent the highest and the lowest altitudes. The southern portion of 
the territory has a higher average altitude and higher average rainfall 
and a correspondingly higher rate of evaporation than the northern 
portion. The average annual precipitation at the various stations 
varies from about 15 to 21 inches. 

Figure 1 shows the location of the various field stations within 
the area which, as outlined, is bounded on the west by the 5,000-foot 
contour and does not include Archer, Wyo. 
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CLIMATIC CONDITIONS. 


The climate of the Great Plains has been classified as semiarid. 
It may be better to say that it is changeable, varying from season 
to season from almost humid to almost arid, with a relatively low 
mean annual precipitation. Years of relatively high precipitation 


may be followed by 

Taper a= Ss Ee years of relatively 

err cae [oats] eR s . . . 

we low precipitation. 
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Other climatic factors 

usually correspond to 
the rainfall. A year 
of relatively high rain- 
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fall will have a lower 
rate of evaporation 
and higher relative 
humidity than will be 
found in the unfayor- 
able years. 

Another climatic 
factor of much im- 
portance in crop pro- 
duction on the Plains 
is the distribution of 
the rainfall, which 
within certain limits 
is more important 
than the total 
amount. A relatively 
low rainfall properly 
distributed may pro- 
duce a crop where a 
much higher rainfall 
coming with unfavor- 


able distribution may 
Fic. 1.—Sketch map of the Great Plains area, which includes parts result in a crop fail- 
of ten States and consists of about 400,000 square miles of territory. ei : 
Its western boundary is indicated by the 5,000-foot contour. The UTLe, each starting with 
location of each field station within the area is shown by a dot the same amount of 
within a circle (©). 
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available water in the 
soil. A vast difference in crop yields usually results from a soil that 
starts out in the spring with a small amount of stored moisture and 
one that is well supplied with moisture. 

Space in this bulletin will not allow a full description or record of 
the climatic conditions at the various stations during the time cov- 
ered by these investigations. These records are published by the 
United States Weather Bureau. 
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Seasonal variation in climatic factors is probably more important 
than difference in methods of tillage. This is shown by the fact that 
in some years climatic conditions at some stations are such that all 
methods result in failures. In other years all methods may give 
fair returns. At some stations the greatest actual increases in yield 
as a result of tillage methods is usually obtained under the most 
favorable climatic conditions. In Table I are given the maximum, 
minimum, and average annual and seasonal precipitation and sea- 
sonal evaporation. By seasonal is meant the time between the aver- 
age seeding and the average harvesting dates. No attempt is made 
to show other climatic factors, though all are important. 


TaBLeE I.—Annual and seasonal precipitation and seasonal evaporation at fourteen sta- 
tions in the Great Plains area.' 


Precipitation (inches).3 
Seasonal evaporation 


Alti- (inches).3 
Station. tude Annual. Seasonal. 
(feet).* 
Mini- | Maxi-| Aver- | Mini- | Maxi-] Aver-| Mini- | Maxi- | Aver- 
mum.}mum.| age. |mum.|mum.]} age. | mum. | mum. | age. 
odith Basiviss. 42-2 4,228 | 14.96 | 23.78 | 18.06 | 6.50} 10.90] 8.62 | 19.117 | 26.273 | 21.330 
Huntley +). 222-222 -- --| 3,000 | 11.92 | 11.92 | 11.92} 5.00] 7.35] 6.18 | 19.820 | 20.594 | 20.207 
Williston * <---> --| 1,875 | 10.28 | 18.99 | 14.84] 5.62 | 12.00} 8.31 | 21.104 | 28.269 | 24.705 
Dickinson....-...---- -.| 2,543 | 11.93 | 21.22 | 16.69 | 5.31 | 16.27 | 10.06 | 18.379 | 27.366 | 22.377 
Edgeley..-...------ --| 1,468 | 11.94 | 21.95 | 16.71 | 5.08 | 15.73] 9.60 | 17.664 | 25.362 | 20.657 
Hettinger. .....-..- --| 2,253 | 12.72 | 15.68 | 14.20] 8.82 | 12.89 | 10.69 | 20.111 | 24.248 | 22. 430 
. Belle Fourche. . -. - --| 2,950 | 6.64 | 17.73 | 13.11 1.92 | 12.75 | 6.82 | 23.627 906 | 27. 220 
Scottsbluff. .....-.- --| 3,950 | 18.77 | 18.51 | 16.14] 5.56] 8.26] 7.11 | 24.698 | 26.647 | 25.718 
North Platte. ..-. --| 3,000 | 11.18 | 23.01 | 18.05 | 4.38] 11.25] 7.77 | 25.954 | 36.255 | 30. 253 
Alcon Ses ee --| 4,600 | 14.51 | 22.46 | 18.28 | 5.32] 9.52] 7.82 | 25.917 | 32.691 | 28.781 
LEO poee eee nee --| 2,050 | 15.59 | 27.80 | 21.30 | 3.87 | 12.87] 9.55 | 29.390 | 41.317 | 32.628 
Garden City... -.-- --| 2,900 | 11.82 | 23.58 | 18.54} 5.01] 8.16] 6.85 | 33.315 | 38.926 | 35.332 
Dalhart.--:.---- --| 4,000 | 13.69 | 16.35 | 15.11 4.54 | 14.86] 8.17 | 33.381 | 41.002 | 38.596 
ANN AE Ouse tee eee ee 3,676 | 10.69 | 27.80 | 18.28 | 5.03 | 11.49] 7.05 | 32.305 | 40.704 | 36.709 


1 The years covered are the same as for the data shown in the other tables for each station. 

2 The altitude given is for the field where the work was done and is based in most cases on that of the 
nearest town. 

3 The record of annual precipitation for 1914 is not included. The records of seasonal epreeiny a and 
evaporation for 1914 are included for all stations, the evaporation being figured from Apr. 1 to July 31. 
The seasonal rainfall is the amount from Apr. 1 to July 31 for stations north of and including that at Belle 
Fourche. For stations south of Belle Fourche it is the amount between Mar. 1 and June 30. Evaporation 
measurements are made from a free water surface, in a tank sunk into the soil to almost its full depth. 
The water surface is kept about level with the surface of the ground. 


GENERAL PLAN OF THE INVESTIGATIONS. 


In the work at the various stations barley has been grown under 
a number of different tillage methods, but has not occupied as many 
plats as the other crops. 

The same variety of barley has been grown on all the plats seeded 
to that crop at the same station during the same year. The aim has 
been to grow a variety adapted to the local conditions at the station 
where it has been grown. Different varieties have been grown at dif- 
ferent stations. At some stations a 6-rowed barley has been used, 
some stations have used a 2-rowed barley, and some have used a hull- 
less variety. It is possible that in some cases the variety grown may 
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not have been the very best obtainable for that section, but by using 
the same variety in all of the methods under study uniformity in this 
factor has been obtained. 

Uniformity in rate, time, and manner of seeding has been observed 
on all plats at the same station. There is naturally some variation 
between the different stations. Differences in climatic conditions 
have been recognized in differences in the rate of seeding, but at the 
same stations it has been uniform. The usual rate of seeding has 
been 6 pecks of hulled barley and 3 pecks of hull-less. Both the 6-rowed 
and the 2-rowed barleys are hulled varieties. 

There is considerable variation in the time of seeding for the differ- 
ent field stations throughout the area, it being about a month earlier 
in the southern than in the northern portion. At some of the sta- 
tions the time of seeding is about the same as that of wheat and 
oats. At others it is a little later. All seeding has been done with 
a drill. Some stations, on account of the type of soil, have used the 
press drill in order to firm the soil around the seed. At other stations 
a drill without a press attachment has been used. 

For a comparative study of the effect of environment and for 
securing data on production, certain parts of the work are made 
uniform at all stations. This results in the attempted growth of bar- 
ley and other crops in sections to which they are not adapted and in. 
their growth at certain stations by methods not adapted to the con- 
ditions obtaining there. 

Considering the fact that no two stations can have exactly the 
same combination of soil and climatic factors and that the combi- 
nation resulting from any two seasons is not the same, it is evident 
that the consequent effects of the different tillage methods will not be 
the same. Therefore, the results obtained from different methods 
at each station are given separately. 

In this bulletin a table divided into two parts is presented for each 
station. The first part shows the yields that have been obtained 
each year by each of the different methods under which barley has 
been grown, considering only the treatment during the one year imme- 
mediately preceding the crop. Where more than one plat has been 
grown under the same treatment for the previous year, only the aver- 
age yield of the whole number of plats so grown is given. Column 2 
shows the number of plats so averaged. In the presentation of 
yields, the column headed ‘‘Treatment and previous crop” indicates 
the method of preparation, whether fall plowed, spring plowed, listed, 
subsoiled, disked, green manured, or summer tilled. Some of these 
are again subdivided, to show the previous crop. In the last column, 
where the average appears under the heading “ Average,” the calcu- 
lation is from the left. For a rough comparison of seasons, the bot- 
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tom line of the first half of the table gives the averages of all plats 
for each year, the average of the yearly average yields appearing in 
the last column to the right. 

In the second part of the table for each station the yields are brought 
together to show the average yields by years for each method and the 
average yield for the entire period for each method. The computa- 
tions of cost and profit are founded on the basic data shown in Tables 
II, IIf, and IV. The value of the average yields by each method is 
calculated. The last line of the table gives the average profit or loss 
resulting from the production of barley by the method stated at the 
head of the column. Loss is indicated by the minus sign. This 
study deals with only the one crop and does not take into considera- 
tion the relative profitableness of other crops or of all crops, considered 
as a whole, in the farming system. 

Throughout the tables, where barley follows barley under any 
treatment, it is in a system of continuous cropping to barley by the 
method indicated. 

The methods of operation have been similar at all stations. Fall 
plowing is done as early as practicable after harvest. It is done to a 
good depth, the standard being set at 8inches. Ground may be either 
worked down or left rough over winter. Where barley follows barley 
after spring plowing, the stubble is undisturbed until spring, when it 
is plowed shallow, usually to a depth of 4 inches, and given a mini- 
mum of cultivation, which usually consists of one or two harrowings. 
In those cases where an additional plat appears under the heading 
“Spring plowed,” it is plowed deep instead of shallow. 

Under the subhead “ Listed”’ there is shown at some stations the 
yield from one plat continuously cropped to barley. Instead of plow- 
ing this plat, it is furrowed out with a lister at the time of fall plowing. 
It is cultivated down level by seeding time. 

Under the subhead “Subsoiled”’ there is shown at the stations 
where it has been tried the results of a plat continuously cropped to 
barley. At the time of plowing, a subsoil plow is run in the bottom 
of the furrow, usually loosening the soil to a total depth of about 14 
inches. The variation from this depth is hardly more than 2 inches 
either way. In general, subsoiling has been done for two years in 
succession and omitted for two years. 

Under the subhead ‘‘Disked” are given the yields obtained on 
corn stubble prepared by disking. The corn is harvested in the fall 
with a corn binder and no tillage given the plat until spring. Then 
it is disked to put it in condition for seeding. 

Under the subhead “Green manured’”’ are given the yields of 
barley following the plowing under of rye or peas, as specified. This 
treatment is in a 4-year rotation in which one of the other crops 
consists of corn and one of small grain. 
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At each station at least one plat of barley is grown on summer- 
tilled land. The method of summer tillage practiced has been of the 
intensive type. The ground is fall plowed, and clean cultivation is 
continued through the next year and until the barley is seeded in the 
second spring. In some cases it is necessary to replow during the 
summer, when the land is fallow. At other stations summer-tilled 
plats are plowed but 
once. Experiments not 
here reported are under 
way to ascertain the best 
method of fallowing. 
Indications are that 
equally good results can 
be obtained with a less’ 
intensive method than 
has been practiced. 

The yields given in 
these tables begin with 
the second year of crop 
production at each sta- 
tion. All crops are pro- 
duced the first year on 

Wire| \andunderuniform treat- 
Fallon. | ment. In some cases 
an entire crop has been 
lost by hail. These 
years are not considered 
in computing averages, 
as the crops under all 
methods alike were de- 
Fia. 2.—Diagram of the dry-land rotation field at the Amarillo stroyed. 3 

Field Station. The lettering shows the cropping practiced in Figure 2 shows dia a- 

1914. The explanation of the abbreviations used after the name gram of the dry-land 


of acropis asfollows: D.=Disked, Fal.summertilled, F. P.= ‘ 
fall plowed, G. M.—green manured, Z.—listed, M@=manured, rotation field at the 


S. P.=spring plowed, S. S.=subsoiled. Reiarillo Field Station: 
This station, being a representative one, will serve to illustrate the 
general scheme and plan of work. The plats here, as in all the 
work, are one-tenth acre in size. Their dimensions are 2 by 8 rods. 
Along their larger dimension the plats are separated by bare alleys 4 
feet in width. Along the ends of the plats they are separated by 
roads 20 feet wide. At this station five crops are represented i a 
series of continuously cropped plats lettered from A to ForG. In 
this group plats C and D are alternately cropped and summer tilled, 
so that each year a crop is grown on land that was summer tilled the 
previous year and a plat is summer tilled for cropping the next year. 
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The remainder of the field is in rotations in which each plat is 
known by a rotation number and letter. On the field diagram the 
separation of the rotations is indicated by heavy lines. 

The movement of the crops in the rotation is in the direction from 
Z to A and from A back to the letter that marks the other end of the 
rotation. 

In figure 2 the diagram is filled out to show the cropping in 1914. 
The letters following the crop indicate the treatment given the ground 
in preparation for it, S. P. standing for spring plowed, F. P. for fall 
plowed, Fal. for summer tilled, G. M. for green manured, S. S. for 
subsoiled, L. for listed, and D. for disked. To illustrate: In 1914 
plat A of the 4-year rotation No. 91 was in corn on fall-plowed 
ground, plat B was in oats on disked corn ground, and plat C was in 
peas on fall-plowed land. This would be plowed under for green 
manure. Plat D was in winter wheat where peas had been turned 
under the year before. In 1915, A will be in oats, B in peas, C in 
winter wheat, and D in corn. 


COMPARISON OF CULTURAL METHODS ON THE BASIS OF COST. 


The methods under study vary a great deal in the labor involved 
and in the consequent cost of preparation. Table IV has therefore 
been compiled in order to show the average cost by the methods under 
study as determined from the data of eight of the stations having the 
most trustworthy records. An average of the records for 54 years 
at each station has been used in compiling this table. This is equiva- 
lent to a record of 44 years at one station. An accurate record has 
been kept of all the farm operations performed under the various 
methods under trial. These have been averaged for the eight stations. 
The amount of work required for some methods of treatment varies 
with the season and with the soil, and the expense of some operations 
varies with the soil. The amount of labor performed under each of 
the methods was neither more nor less than that which the man in 
charge believed to be necessary to bring about the results sought. 

In computing the costs of the various operations a fixed wage of 
$2 a day for a man and $1 a day for a horse was adopted. This 
may be above or below the actual labor cost in any particular locality, 
but it is believed to be a fair average and one that will afford a prof- 
itable market to the farmer for his labor. The time required for 
men and teams to cover a given acreage in each of the several farm 
operations obviously varies with soils and other conditions. The 
average shown in Table II has been determined from the actual ex- 
perience of a large number of men connected with these investigations, 
which experience has extended over a wide range of conditions and 
many years of time. 

87710°—Bull. 222—15——2 
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The factors included in the cost of production are calculated on an 
acre basis for each of the separate operations performed, beginning 
with the preparation of the land and ending with the harvesting and 
shocking of the grain. To these items are added the cost of seed at 
75 cents per acre, interest and taxes on the land investment calculated 
at 8 per cent on a valuation of $20 per acre, and the deterioration and 
repair of the binder at 15 cents per acre. No allowance is made for 
the deterioration of other farm equipment, as it is believed that the 
wages allowed for men and teams are sufficient to cover this item 
for the remainder of the equipment. The above-mentioned items are 
fixed charges per acre; that is, they do not vary greatly with the 
yield per acre except for the item of twine, but this variation is not 
sufficient to materially affect the relative total cost of production 
under the several methods. 

Table II shows the cost per acre based upon what is considered an 
average day’s work for each of the farm operations involved at the 
above-mentioned wage. As before stated, the type of soil and 
seasonal conditions will determine to a certain extent the labor re- 
quired and the consequent cost per acre. The cost of production as 
computed in Tables II and IV is not offered as being absolute for any 
locality, either in the amount of labor required or its cost, but is given 
as a working basis for the comparison of the results by different 
methods of preparation. 


TaBLE II.—Average cost per acre! of the farm operations involved in growing barley 
in the Great Plains area. 


(The wage scale assumed is $2 per day for each man and $1 per day for each horse. ] 


Force employed. 


Operation. 
Men. Horses. 


PIO WANE. ts nis eck eee nates eee ee eee eee naas 1 4 
Diskingssisoss a eee 1 4 
Harrowing... --.-- 1 4 
Subsoiling....---- 1 3 
Drilling! S.ssscess 1 4 
Cultivating= 3225s" 1 4 
isting Joa eret eee eee 1 4 
Harvesting: 

Cutting and binding. . 4 

Shocking= = -- esse bss 

Wwe Seo eeceee cee a a eee 


1 The cost of thrashing is not included in the cost pen acre, but it is estimated at 6 cents per bushel and 
deducted from the price of 47 cents in the granary, thus giving a value of 41 cents per bushel in the shock. 


The average farm price of barley used in these computations is 
based on the data given in Table III, furnished by the Bureau of 
Crop Estimates. The four States of North Dakota, South Dakota, 
Nebraska, and Kansas were selected because their extensive grain 
production has given them established market prices which are not 
greatly influenced by local conditions. 
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Taste III.—Average price of barley at the farm granary for ten years in four States of the 
Great Plains area. 


[The quotations are given in cents per bushel. Those for the year 1914 are for the date of Nov. 1; in other 
years Dec. 1 is taken as the date.] 


North | South Ne- 


Kan- | Aver- 7 
Year. Da- | Da- Year. Da- | Da- 
ete. || tye braska.| sas. age. Gta Rtas braska.| sas. | age. 

30 29 31 32 3 85 88 60 60 734 
33 32 31 33 324 35 42 42 40 393 
58 61 50 54 55 40 46 49 55 472 
46 47 46 54 48} 42 49 42 44 444 
43 45 43 53 46 

55 57 45 45 504 Average. 47 50 44 47 47 


Table III shows that the average farm price of barley on December 
1 for the past 10 years has been 47 cents per bushel. It costs about 
6 cents per bushel to take the grain from the shock, thrash it, and put 
it in the granary on the farm. This cost per bushel does not vary 
greatly with the yield, and is therefore a fixed price per bushel instead of 
a fixed price per acre, as is the case with the other costs of production. 

The relative profits of producing barley under the different methods 
can therefore be best determined by finding the difference between 
the fixed cost per acre and the value per acre of the grain at the point 
where the fixed cost per acre ends, which, as before stated, is when 
the grain is in the shock. Knowing that the average farm value of 
barley in the granary is 47 cents per bushel, and that it costs 6 cents 
per bushel to take it from the shock, thrash it, and put it in the granary 
it is obvious that it would be worth 41 cents per bushel in the shock. 
This valuation of 41 cents per bushel has therefore been used as a 
basis for calculating the relative crop values, costs, and profits per 
acre by the various methods under trial. 


TaBLe IV.—Cost per acre of producing barley in the shock in the Great Plains area, showing 
averages of data from eight stations. 


Total cost of 


~ : 
Number of operations. Cost per acre. production. 
Cost of 
Method of prepa- 4 In 
preparation. - Ta- _ |Inter- rain 
Plow-| Har-| pisk-| Sub- | pist-| Dritt| tion. | coqq | Drit| Hat | “est | mm | ati 
i * ing. | =~ | ing. | ing. Fraeeed || fee and |dollars.| cents 
ing. ing. ing. loxes. per 
bushel. 
Disked corn land.}...-.. CS ol a lg | Lr 97 $0.75 |$0.40 {$0.93 |$1.60 | 4.65 11.3 
WIS fed sic - cose se cs a Dey) TBR TE ie 7| .75 -40 -93 | 1.60] 5.45 13.3 
Spring plowed....| 1 1.3 pile peers | torent =a 1] .75 | .40] .93] 1.60] 5.99 14.6 
Fall plowed... -.- 1 2.3 oe feet ey ae CMP oe -40} .93 | 1.60] 6.46 15.8 
Subsoiled......... 1 1.7 -9] 0.5 9 7 -40 -93 | 1.60 | 7.07 17.2 
Summer tilled....} 1.5 | 9.2] 2.6 |......]...... 2) aif -40 | .93 | 3.20 | 11.40 27.8 
Green manured: he 
With ryel_...| 2 Be Oh |e ees 1 7.73 7 -40 -93 | 3.20 | 13.01 31.7 
With peas?...| 2 ipteel| PTE | amen bo 1 10.73 | .75 | .40] .93 | 3.20 | 16.01 39.0 
Average cost of 
green manur- 
Tae eS eae eM ae (Ea I Se ea | |Past (OW | RPE IT pee | eg Pare a eee ee 14.51] 35.4 


1The cost of rye per acre for seed is estimated at $1. 2 The cost of peas per acre for seed is estimated at $4. 
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In conformity with the foregoing explanation, Table IV gives in 
detail the cost of producing barley in the shock, expressed in dollars 
and cents and in bushels per acre at 41 cents per bushel in the shock. 


RESULTS AT THE SEVERAL STATIONS. 


No attempt will be made in this bulletin to discuss the various 
types of soils found at the several stations.!. It will be noted in the 
tables that follow that the soils at some of the stations have given but 
little response to differences in tillage methods under any climatic 
conditions thus far obtaining. The soils at some other stations do 
respond to tillage. Differences in yields are obtained from different 
methods of tillage. The amount of variation in yields changes from 
year to year with the changing combination of climatic conditions. 


JUDITH BASIN FIELD STATION, MONT. 


The results of five years are presented from the field station at 
Moccasin, Mont., in the Judith Basin. The crop in the sixth year was 
destroyed by hail before maturity and is not used in calculating the 
averages. Four of the years have been productive of heavy yields, 
but in the other year the yields were light. 

Barley, like the other spring-sown grain crops at this station, does 
not exhibit marked differences in yield as a result of different prepara- 
tions for the crop. In 1913 both fall and spring plowed barley land 
show a marked drop in yields. In 1914 the same thing is noted on the 
spring-plowed barley plat. This was due to injury from gophers 
rather than to the difference in seed-bed preparation. This damage 
with the consequent shortage of yield, unduly augments the average 
differences. 

The uniformity of results obtained shows that the method of seed- 
bed preparation is not an important factor in the production of spring- 
sown crops at this place. The farmer should concern himself with the 
problem of getting the work done at the most convenient time and in 
the most economical manner. 

The lack of wide variation in yield is explained by the shallowness 
of the soil on the station farm. The water that falls either in rain or 
snow between the time of harvest of one crop and the commencement 
of rapid growth of the next, during the years under study, was suffi- 
cient to supply the proportion of water that the soil can retain within 
reach of the crop. Water accumulated in the soil by the special 
methods of cultivation in excess of this proportion was lost by pene- 
trating beyond recovery by the plant, and no increase in yield was 
realized from it. 


1For a brief Ain of the different soil types, see U: S. Dept. of Agriculture Bul. 214, entitled 
“Spring wheat in the Great Plains area: Relation of cultural methods to production.” 
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Tasie V.— Yields and cost of production of barley by different methods at the Judith 
Basin Field Station, 1909 to 1914, inclusive. 


Yield per acre (bushels). 
Number 
Treatment and previous crop. of plats 
averaged. | yo99 | 1910 | 1911 | 1912 | 1913 | 1914 eee 
Fall plowed: Barley ..........-..-- 1 43.3 12.5 24.1 @) 21.9 18.0 24.0 
Spring plowed: 
an) Oye see ieette ete mate 1 45, 2 10.0 (2) (4) 21.9 11.6 22.5 
Oats eae cao pconwennnaliee wenn e = 1 39.1 11.6 23.9 (1) 31.7 21.2 25.9 
Total or average...........-..- 2 42.2 10.8 23.9 @® 26.8 24.0 
Listed*\Barley 4 u.:.--.---ls:----.- 1| 47.9] 12.5| 30.4] @ 32.5 29.0 
Subsoiled: Barley..........-.- sae 1 48.3 15.0 32.6 (4) 32.9 30.5 
Disked:|\Corm 22-2 --- -eo=<- n= = 1 42.7 16.6 29.7 (1) 34.6 29.0 
Bummer tilled_25-.--.--<.2.---.-- 1 49.4 15.8 27.5 (@) 2. 30. 2 
Average of all 7 plats.........|--..--..-- 45.1 13.4 28.0 (@) 29.7 27.3 
SUMMARY OF YIELDS AND DiGEstT oF Cost. 
Tillage treatment. Previous crop. 
Yields, values, an (average Se meg ean 
er acre), al Spring | p:.., + ub- |Summer| Smal 
e plowed | plowed Kees ang soiled | tilled | grain res me 
(1 plat).| (2 plats), Plat)-|@ plat).\¢q piat).|(1 plat). | (6 plats).| Plat). 
bushels. . 43.3 42.2 42.7 47.9 48.3 49. 4 44.8 42.7 
se ctOoosLSbose (3.1 ale 12.5 10.8 16.6 12.5 15.0 15.8 12.3 16.6 
Se eae ete mi do. 24,1 23.9 29.7 30. 4 32.6 27.5 27.8 29.7 
ee. eres do. (1) (1) @) @) Q) () Q) (1) 
Seeceosee ss 55 do. 21.9 26.8 34.6 32.5 32. 9 32. 7 28. 2 34.6 
Oe eee Poon do. 18.0 16.4 21.6 21.8 23.5 25. 8 19.2 21.6 
PAV OLAE PES s Sp ancenecasee seen 24.0 24.0 29.0 29.0 30.5 30. 2 26.5 29.0 
Crop vaiue,costofproduction, etc.: f 
it x $9. 84 $9.84 | $11.89 | $11.89 | $12.51 
6. 46 5.99 . 65 5.45 7.07 
3.38 3.85 7.24 6, 44 5. 44 
1 Destroyed by hail. 2 The yield from this plat is omitted, owing to an error in time of seeding. 


The cost of production and the value of the crop as here computed 
show a profit by all methods under trial. The profits range from 98 
cents by summer tillage to $7.24 on disked corn ground. 


HUNTLEY FIELD STATION, 


The records of only two years of yields under four different methods 
of treatment are available for study from Huntley, Mont. In 1913 
there was little difference between spring-plowed oat stubble and 
disked corn ground as a preparation for barley. In 1914 disked corn 
ground was markedly the better of the two. The heaviest yields 
each year were obtained from land on which peas were plowed under 
for green manure. In 1914 there was a marked increase in the yield 
on ground on which rye was plowed under. In preparation for 1913, 
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barley was plowed under instead of rye, with the result that there 
was a sharp decrease in yield. 

A profit was realized from all the methods under trial. The largest 
profit, $9.50 per acre, was on disked corn ground. Spring plowing 
shows a profit of $6.15 per acre, while the average profit from green 
manure was $3.45. 


Taste VI.— Yields and cost of production of barley by different methods at the Huntley 
Field Station, 1918 and 1914. 


Yield per acre (bushels). 
Number 
Treatment and previous crop. of plats 
averaged.| 1913 1914 | Average. 
Spring plowed: Oats. . 1 24.5 34.6 29.6 
Disked: Corn 4 23. 2 45.7 34.5 
Green manured: 
OE en se cee aaa eae enue enemas 1 19.6 55.6 37.6 
SPOAS ieee mene eee oa ean eee ie ila i ai 1 36.3 63.6 50.0 
Dota OAV. CLaL Obie anae ere tales eae ea erate 2 28.0 59. 6 43.8 
Average of all 7 plats........-~---------2---2-------2-----|--- = 2-2 24.7 48.1 36.4 
SUMMARY OF YIELDS AND DiGEst oF Cost. 
| 
Tillage treatment. {Previous crop. Tillage treatment. 


Values, etc. 


| 
Yields (average per acre). Spring | Disked Grea Smal Com (ayerses Per | spring | Disked oan 
plowed) (4. | ured (2 a iG : plowed} (4 | | nured 
( plat).| plats). plats). | plat). plats). (1 plat).| plats). (2plats) 
Yields of grain: Crop value, 
LOTS eee bushels. 24.5 23. 2 28.0 | 24.5] 23.2 | cost, ete.: 
HO) eelacessasos dosees 34.6 45. 7 59.6 | 34.6] 45.7 Value...) $12.14 | $14.15 | $17.96 
Cost.-2.- 5. 99 4. 65 14. 51 
9.) ¢:) 4: 29.6 34.5 43.8 | 29.6 | 34.5 


Profit.) 6.15 9. 50 3.45 


WILLISTON FIELD STATION. 


The results of five years are available from Williston, N. Dak. In 
two of these years the yields were heavy, one year they were fair, and 
two years they were very poor. 

Between the fall and spring plowing of barley stubble, there is 
little difference to be noted, except in 1912, when fall plowing was 
much the better. Between barley and oat stubble plowed in the 
spring, the only year that showed a significant difference was 1914, 
when the advantage was with the oat stubble. The crop on sum- 
mer tillage was every year better than that following either oats 
or barley. For three years summer tillage yielded heavier than 
disked corn ground and for two years the reverse was the case. The 
high yield together with low cost combined to make disked corn 
ground show the greatest profit, $6.63 per acre. The higher cost of 
summer tillage reduced the profit from it to 41 cents per acre. Both 
fall and spring plowing show small profits. 
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TasiEe VII.— Yields and cost of production of barley by different methods at the Williston 
Field Station, 1910 to 1914, inclusive. 


Number Yield per acre (bushels). 
Treatment and previous crop. pits 
averaged.| 1910 1911 1912 1913 1914 | Average. 
Fall plowed: Barley....--..-------------- 1 0.6 3.3 46.1 14.8 17.4 22.0 
i lowed: Barley_--.-.---.---------- 1 -8 5.8 31.7 14.4 21.4 14.8 
aaa saath GoosscchS z = Reetarevoncses 1 2 4.6 30.0 15.6 36.7 17.4 
Total or average.--..---------- 2 -5 5.2 30.9 15.0 29.1 16.1 
isked: Corn... 1 4 4.2| 50.8] 28.6] 53.5 27.5 
Banner tilled cae 1 5.21 12:7)|° 54.4] 21.9] 49.7 28.8 
Average of all 5 plats.....--.-.------|---------- 1.4 6.1 42.6 19.1 36.7 252 
SUMMARY OF YIELDS AND DIGEST OF CosT. 
Tillage treatment. Previous crop. 
Yields, values, etc. (average per acre). Fall Goring wanes Summer | Small ae 
plowed | plowed (1 plat) tilled grain | (1 plat) 
(i plat). | (2 plats).| “ P!®4- | (2 plat). | (3 plats). | © Po"? 
0.6 0.5 0.4 5.2 0.5 0.4 
3.3 5.2 4.2 12.7 4.6 4.2 
46.1 30.9 50.8 54.4 35.9 50.8 
14.8 15.0 28.6 21.9 14.9 28.6 
22.0 29.1 53.5 49.7 26.7 53.5 
17.4 16.1 27.5 28.8 16.5 27.5 
Crop value, cost of production, ete.: | 
PD CR ane fin BGR Sern SOCE SURE One $7.13 $6.60 $11. 28 $11.81 
(CUS ee ecient ease ose rodt ecieresosce 6.46 5.99 4.65 11.40 |... 
LET as ape Ear Bae ener 67 61 6. 63 -41 


DICKINSON FIELD STATION. 


The results of six years are available from Dickinson, N. Dak. 
The crop of 1912 was destroyed by hail before maturity, and as failure 
from this cause could not be overcome by cultural methods it is 
not included in determining the average. Five of the years studied 
produced good crops of barley. In the remaining year the average 
yield was small, but the variation between the results from different 
methods of preparation was wide. 

The results attendant upon the fall and spring plowing of barley 
stubble and of growing barley on either spring-plowed oat stubble or 
barley stubble have been largely dependent upon the season. The 
seasonal differences have equalized each other until, when the re- 
sults of the five years are averaged, little choice is to be made between 
them. Summer tillage increased the crop an average of about 7 
bushels, bringing it up to 32.5 bushels per acre. Disked corn ground, 
however, brought the average yield up to 37.4 bushels per acre and 
gave a higher yield than summer tillage five years out of six. 
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Having at the same time the highest yield and the lowest cost of 
production, disked corn ground shows much the highest profit of any 
method under trial. The average profit from it was $10.68 per acre. 
Both spring and fall plowing show profits of about $4 per acre. The 
cost of summer tillage reduced the profits from it to $1.93 per acre. 


Taste VIII.— Yields and cost of production of barley by different methods at the Dickinson 
Field Station, 1908 to 1914, inclusive. 


Number Yield per acre (bushels). 
Treatment and previous of 
crop. plats 
averaged.) 1908 1909 1910 1911 1912 1913 1914 | Average. 
Fallplowed: Barley.....- 1 24.0 39.0 31.1 1.2 (4) 34.8 20.2 25.1 
Spring plowed: 5 
Barley -s-<c<ssccaesse 1 33.5 39.8 28.3 9.6 () 19.2 25.0 25.9 
Oats 1 34.4 49.2 19.8 2.4] (4) 20.2 13.3 23.2 
Total or average... 2| 34.0] 445| 2.1] 60 [eee 19.7| 19.2 24.6 
Disked: Corn... 1 45.6 53.8 28.6 12.3 (1) 44.8 39.1 37.4 
Summer tilled... 1 30.0 50.0 24.0 19.1 ( 36.9 35. 2 32.5 
Average of all 5 | 
ja) Ye ree CS aoe noe 33.5 46.4 26.4 8.9 (4) 31.2 26.6 28.8 
SUMMARY OF YIELDS AND DIGEST OF Cost. 
Tillage treatment. Previous crop. 
Yields, values, etc. (average per acre). Fall Spring mee Sammnar mcrae ies 
plowed | plowed (1 plat) tilled grain a 7 at) 
(1 plat). | (2 plats). plat). | (1 plat). | (3 plats). 1s 
Yields of grain: 
AQOS 2552 a seeeae done see bushels. . 24.0 34.0 45.6 30.0 30.6 45.6 
edoras 39.0 44.5 53.8 50.0 42.7 53.8 
-do. 31.1 24.1 28.6 24.0 26.4 28.6 
-do. 1.2 6.0 12.3 19.1 4.4 12.3 
-do- C) () @® () () 10) 
34.8 19.7 44.8 36.9 24.7 44.8 
20. 2 19.2 39.1 35. 2 19.5 39.1 
AV OTA LO 2 pees oe eee eee 25.1 24.6 37.4 32.5 24.7 37.4 
Crop value, cost of production, etc.: 
\ GTS aaa ae asec mace GaacccAc! $10. 29 $10. 09 $15. 33 $1333]: 22. Joe = on |Wen ane 
COsts serena eee eae eee 6.46 5.99 4.65 15 40) |S Ssence ea | Saree 
Profits: -2-.62t2- 36625. 0257 26 Ee- 28 3.83 4.10 10. 68 VE OS | = <a oleae miele eee 


1 Destroyed by hail. 
EDGELEY FIELD STATION. 


The results of eight years of uninterrupted work are presented from 
Edgeley, N. Dak. In five of these years the yields were good, in one 
year they were light, and in two years the crops were practically 
failures from all methods under trial. No method showed any merit 
in overcoming the drought of these extreme years at this station. In 
five of the years under study the highest yield was obtained on disked 
corn ground. The maximum yield by this method was 37.1 bushels 
per acre, while the average for the eight years was 23.4 bushels per acre. 
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The next highest average yield, 20 bushels per acre, was by summer 
tillage. The average from spring-plowed oat land was 19.7 bushels 
peracre. The advantage of either fall or spring plowing barley stub- 
ble varied within narrow limits, but in the average of the series of years 
no choice is to be made between the two. This indication that the 
time of plowing is not an important factor allows greater latitude 
in planning the work of the farm. The plan should be to get the 
work done early and thus avoid as far as possible the augmentation of 
work at seeding time. This is of especial importance in the northern 
portion of the Great Plains, where the seeding season is necessarily 
short. 

The only method under trial that did not produce barley at a profit 
issummer tillage. This shows an average loss of $3.20 per acre. The 
greatest profit, $4.94, was realized from disked corn ground. Fall 
and spring plowing both show small profits. 


Tasie [X.— Yield and cost of production of barley by different methods at the Edgeley 
Field Station, 1907 to 1914, inclusive. 


Nabee Yield per acre (bushels). 


Treatment and previouscrop. | of plats 


averaged.| 1997 | 1908 | 1909 | 1910 | 1911 | 1912 | 1913 | 1914 | Average. 

Fall plowed: Barley..-.-...----- 1] 9.4 | 24.2 | 24.7] 1.6] 0.1 | 26.5 | 20.2 | 26.9 16.7 
Spring plowed: f = 

13) ee 1 | 10.2 | 25.0 | 27.0 | 1.2 |...... 24,2 | 17.9 | 32.3 17.2 

WAY re pease Se cpocedcceesoss 1} 10.6 | 26.0 | 32.7] 1.4 1 | 34.0 | 18.9 | 33.6 19.7 

Total or average -...-...-- 2 | 10.4 | 25.5] 29.9] 1.3 1 | 29.1 | 18.4 | 33.0 18.5 

Disked:| Corn..-.-...-----.-.--- 1 | 18.3} 31.9 | 33.1) 2.9 4 | 30.2 | 37.1 | 33.1 4 

Summer tilled..........-...--.. 1 | 16.0 | 24.2 | 28.3) 2.2 8 | 32.3 | 26.8 | 29.4 20.0 

Average of all 5 plats. ....- leauaare 12.9 | 26.3 | 29.2) 1.9 3 | 29.4 | 24.2 | 31.1 19,4 

SUMMARY OF YIELDS AND DIGEST OF Cost. 
Tillage treatment. Previous crop. 


Yields, values, etc. (average per acre). Fall Spring 


plowed | plowed 


Diskeq |Summer | Small Ben 
(1 plat). | 2 plats). | Plat). | a’ piaty. |(3‘plats).| (1 plat). 


9.4 10.4 18.3 16.0 10.1 18.3 
24,2 25.5 31.9 24.2 25.1 31.9 
24.7 29.9 33. 1 28.3 28.1 33. 1 

1.6 1.3 2.9 2.2 1.4 2.9 

el ot 34 -8 ol -4 
26.5 29.1 30.2 32.3 28.2 30,2 
20. 2 18. 4 37.1 26.8 19.0 37.1 
26.9 33. 0 33. 1 29. 4 30.9 33. 1 
16.7 18.5 23.4 20.0 L7a9, 23. 4 
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HETTINGER FIELD STATION. 


Results for three years have been obtained at Hettinger, N. Dak. 
All were years of good barley yields. The highest yields were 
obtained each year by summer tillage and the lowest, with one excep- 
tion, on disked corn ground. The average yield from summer tillage 
was more than twice that from the disked land. Following small 
grain, a decided advantage attended spring-plowed barley stubble. 
The crops in this group yielded better than on disked corn ground, 
but not as good as by summer tillage. 


TasLe X.— Yields and cost of production of barley by different methods at the Hettinger 
Field Station, 1912, 1918, and 1914. 


Yield per acre (bushels). 


Treatment and previous crop. Namiber 
0 
plats 1912 1913 1914 Average. 
averaged. 
Fall plowed:\: Barley: --:2S-<sseesee eee seeree ens 1 23. 5, 27.1 9.2 19.9 
26.3 39.6 16.3 27.4 
22.9 28.0 20.0 23.6 
24.6 33.8 18.2 25.5 
13.5 21.0 10.2 14.9 
37.8 38.8 18.7 31.8 
24.8 30.9 14.9 23.5 


SUMMARY OF YIELDS AND DIGEST OF Cost. 


Tillage treatment. Previous crop. 


Yields, values, etc. (average per acre). Fall | Sprin s Small 
- | g- . ummer- ma: 

plowed | plowed anes tilled grain | ( slat) 

(1 plat). | (2 plats).| © P'")- | (2 plat). | (3 plats).|  P'#!)- 


| 


Yields of grain: 


LOL 2 ee eeseeee ese bushels. . 23.5 24.6 13.5 37.8 24,2 13.5 
--do... 27.1 33.8 21.0 38.8 31.6 21.0 

9.2 18.2 10.2 18.7 15.2 10.2 

19.9 25.5 14.9 31.8 23.7 14.9 


$8.16 $10. 46 $6.11 S132 04 | Pees cee ne | seme 
6.46 5.99 4.65 ey Rese oecra4 socoscorc- 


1.70 4.47 1.46 


The relative position assumed by the various methods may be due 
in part to the distribution of the rainfall for the two years, 1911 and 
1912, and may be changed with subsequent work. In both 1911 and 
1912 a heavy rainfall came in August and September. The corn, 
which was still growing, used this water, while a portion of it was 
accumulated in the small-grain plats, where the grain was already 
harvested, and in the summer-tilled plats. The corn plats were 
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therefore short of available water when the barley was seeded and 
consequently gave lower yields. Weeds were also a factor in decreas- 
ing the yields on disked corn ground. 

A profit was realized from all methods under trial. Between fall 
plowing, disking, and summer tillage there was little difference. 
Spring plowing shows a considerably larger average profit than any 
of the other methods. 


BELLE FOURCHE FIELD STATION. 


The results of six years at Belle Fourche, S. Dak., are available for 
study. In only one year was the yield heavy. Three of those years 
gave light yields from most methods; in one year the crop was a 
total failure from all methods, and in the other year only one method 
gave any yield and that was light. 


TaBLeE XI.— Yields and cost of production of barley by different methods at the Belle 
Fourche Field Station, 1909 to 1914, inclusive. 


Yield per acre (bushels). 

Treatment and previous crop. Nomiber 
of plats 1909 1910 1911 1912 1913 1914 | Average. 

averaged. 
Fall plowed: Barley............. 1 25.0 4.8 0 0 8.9 (esi 7.6 

Spring plowed: 
PAN ode SAceacoreaaosefecos 1 23.8 4.4 0 5. 2 17.0 5.2 9.3 
[Rp ORR a BR Rn 1 28.1 3.6 0 0 6.8 5.8 7.4 
Total or average.........-- 2 26.0 450) |f52 228 2.6 11.9 5.5 8.3 
Waisted: Barley: * Soe. 222.2222: 1 30. 2 0 0 0 7.8 8.1 7.7 
Subsoiled: Barley..............- 1 33. 8 0 0 0 7.8 6.3 8.0 
Misked:|Corn } 5-2-0... {sie 1 47.1 5.0 0 0 8.9 12.2 12.2 
Summer tilled... ..--..-.-.....-- 1 37.3 3.0 0 0 13.4 21.7 12.6 
Average of all 7 plats.......|.....----- 32. 2 CHO kScecoce 7 10.1 9.5 9.3 
SUMMARY OF YIELDS AND DIGEST OF Cost. 
Tillage treatment. Previous crop. 


Yields, values, oe: (average =e ae 7 
per acre). a TIN | Hisked| Listed ub- ummer; Sma 
plowed | plowed (1 plat).|(1 plat). soiled | tilled | grain (1 plat). 
(1 plat).|(2 plats) (1 plat).| (1 plat). |(5 plats) 


25.0 26.0 47.1 30.2 33.8 37.3 28. 2 47.1 
4.8 4.0 5.0 0 0 3.0 2.6 5.0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 2.6 0 0 0 0 1.0 0 
8.9 11.9 8.9 7.8 7.8 13.4 9.7 8.9 
teil 5.5 12. 2 8.1 6.3 21.7 6.5 12.2 
7.6 8.3 12.2 7.7 8.0 12.6 8.0 12.2 


SSO SAS CUBE RC SCH ache Reseed $3.12 | $3.40] $5.00] $3.16 | $3.28 C50 Y (.) BAN ee Rea 
OI Rees a) ara neers 6.46 5.99 4. 7 


PTOnG OF 10SSe t=. oe aoe —3.34 | —2.59 .35 | —2.29 | —3.7! —6. 23 
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In the year of heavy yields and in the following year of very light 
yields the best production was on disked corn ground. In 1912 the 
only yield secured was from spring-plowed barley stubble. The same 
plat also gave the highest yield in 1913. It is probable that in both 
cases these results were due to the fact that the crop on this plat 
made a poor start and had a thinner stand, which helped it in with- 
standing the drought of the summer. 

Subsoiling, as compared with fall-plowing done at the same time, 
appears to have been effective in increasing the crop in the year of 
good yield, but not in overcoming drought in other years. The same 
observation applies to furrowing with the lister instead of plowing. 

In the average results from the whole period of years, summer tillage 
and disking corn ground stand by themselves. On the basis of yield 
there is little or no choice to be made between the two. But when the 
cost of production is figured in connection with the value of the crop 
it is seen that by all methods except the use of disked corn ground the 
crop has been produced at a loss. The low cost of production by the 
disking method enables it to show a nominal average profit of 35 
cents per acre. 

SCOTTSBLUFF FIELD STATION. 


The results of only two years with barley are available for study 
from Scottsbluff, Nebr. The crop of 1913 was lost through a fault 
in the seed that made it necessary to reseed. The reseeded crop 
grew and maintained the continuity of the work in the effect upon 
the ground for the following crop, but was too late to mature before 
growth was checked by the hot weather of midsummer. Production 
in one year was good and in the other it was poor. 


TaBLE XII.— Yields and cost of production of barley by different methods at the Scotts- 
bluff Field Station, 1912 and 1914. 


Number Yield per acre (bushels).1 
Treatment and previous crop. php ats 

aged. 1912 1914 Average. 

KallplawedsBatleyjecrsosocce saeco eee o asses ceeeee eens ceee eee 1 23.5 4.4 14.0 
Spring plowed: 

Bane ye teneccs soccer at cee sone Soe ae sea winsietione micas 1 21.3 6.0 13.7 

Oats sae ese bas Sa a a oe one eee eee 1 22.5 11.8 17.2 

Motalionaveraees.s see asese ocho ce cee eee eee 2 21.9 8.9 15,4 

Disked*: Comics sates ee oo. eee eee seins Senos econ ees 1 31.3 5.8 18.6 

Listed: Barley. ...- 1 23.8 5.0 14.4 

Subsoiled: Barley 1 24.8 5.2 15.0 

Summer tilled/2..2 5-5-2. 5i222- Soe een E Rene eo xeococaconed 1 39.6 15.6 27.6 

Average ofjall(platsicce see - <= ase ta =e dacs eaeseceac|~ ecco 26.7 7.7 17.2 


1 The crop of 1913 was a failure, due to poor seed. 
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TasLeE XII.— Yields and cost of production of barley by different methods at the Scotts- 
bluff Field Station, 1912 and 1914—Continued. 


SUMMARY OF YIELDS AND DIGEST OF Cost. 


Tillage treatment. Previous crop. 


Yields, values, be (average all Spt 2 e aa 
per acre). ‘a! ring | ps1. 5, ub- |Summer| Sma 

lowed) plowed dann) Gee soiled | tilled | grain Gen 
1 plat).|(2plats)| (1 Pt). plat).|(7 piat),| (1 plat). |(5 plats)| Plat). 


CATR Rea Seanee, 8 ee Pee 6.46] 5.99| 4.65| 5.45 


iProtitorlossy<s-2-:2--+------ — .72 .32 2.98 fe) eS C75) SS Ree eee ees 


1 The crop of 1913 was a failure, due to poor seed. 


The highest yield in both years was from summer tillage. The 
average yield from this method is 9 bushels per acre greater than the 
average on disked corn ground, the next highest yielding method 
under trial. Between other methods there is little difference in 
yields, although in 1914 the spring-plowed oat ground appeared to 
have a decided advantage. Spring plowing, disking, and listing all 
show small profits, the greatest being from disking. Fall plowing, 
subsoiling, and summer tillage all show small losses. 


NORTH PLATTE FIELD STATION. 


In the eight years under study at North Platte, Nebr., there have 
been two heavy crops of barley, three light crops, two poor crops, and 
one failure from drought and grasshoppers. 

In the average of the whole series of years a small advantage 
appears in favor of fall plowing. There have been large differences 
in individual years of the series. The greatest difference in any one 
year has been in favor of fall plowing, but in the greater number of 
years there has been a smaller difference in favor of spring plowing. 
The greatest difference in favor of spring plowing over fall plowing 
was in 1909. Germination was much slower on the spring-plowed 
than on either fall-plowed or summer-tilled land, owing to the fact 
that the seed bed was not in a8 good shape. A late freeze caught 
the crop on the fall-plowed and summer-tilled land at a tender stage, 
while the crop on the spring-plowed plats, being slower, escaped 
almost entirely. The difference in yield between spring and fall 
plowing in that year was therefore due to a difference in stand. 
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The one plat on disked-corn ground has been low in yield, its 
average being below that of barley following small grain. There is 
some evidence to support the belief that the location of the rotation 
containing this plat is such that it is normally a little lower in yield 
than the rest of the field. 

The only method under trial that exhibits power to markedly 
increase the yield over other methods is summer tillage. This power 
has not been manifested every year, but in some years it has been very 
marked. The average yield for eight years by this method has been 
26.7 bushels per acre as against 16.3 bushels where the crop followed 
small grain. This increase in yield has been just about equal to the 
increased cost of growing the crop under this method. All methods 
show either a profit or a loss of less than $1 per acre. 


TasBLE XIII.— Yields and cost of production of barley by different methods at the North 
Platte Freld Station, 1907 to 1914, inclusive. 


Yield per acre (bushels). 
Number 
Treatment and previous crop. | of plats 
averaged.) 1997 | 1908 | 1909 | 1910 | 1911 | 1912 | 1913 | 1914 | Average. 
Fall plowed: Barley ...........- 1 | 40.0 | 43.3 } 10.4 | 12.5 0| 14.6} 5.0] 11.0 17.1 
Spring plowed: 
Barleyscce=n oe eea= ee eee 1 | 39.0 | 19.6 | 21.5 | 13.8 0} 20.8) 6.5] 5.3 15.8 
Oates worst aes 2 = eceeeeees 1 | 40.2 | 22.3 | 18.6 | 16.0 0} 20.0] 6.3] 3.6 15.9 
Total or average. ....-...- 2 | 39.6 | 21.0 | 20.1 | 14.9]...... 20.4) 6.4) 4.5 15.9 
Disked::Cornwecet eases eee 1 | 30.6 | 24.9} 21.5] 7.9 0/12.3|) 5.0) 5.2 13.4 
Summeritilledsse- os -s2 eee 2 1 | 39.0 | 67.7 | 23.8 | 26.0 0 | 20.0 | 16.5 } 20.8 26.7 
Average of all 5 plats......|.......... 37.8 | 35.6 | 19.2 | 15.2 |.....- 17.5} 7.9| 9.2 17.8 
SUMMARY OF YIELDS AND DIGEST OF COST. 
Tillage treatment. Previous crop. 
Yields, values, etc. (average per acre). Fall- Spring. eaten Summ: ee small a 
plowed é owed (1 plat) tilled grain (1 plat) 
(1 plat). | (2 plats). |  P'*")- | (1 plat). | (3 plats). |  P'@!)- 


Re of grain: 


40.0 39.6 30.6 39.0 39.7 30.6 
43.3 21.0 24.9 67.7 28. 4 24.9 
10. 4 20.1 21.5 23.8 16:8 21.5 
12.5 14.9 7.9 26.0 14.1 7.9 
0 0 0 0 0 0 
14.6 20.4 12.3 20.0 18.5 12.3 
5.0 6.4 5.0 16.5 5.9 5.0 
11.0 4.5 5.2 20.8 6.6 5.2 
PASVOTAP Owes een ae peeing enc io 2 oe 17.1 15.9 13.4 26.7 16.3 13.4 
Crop value, cost of production, ete.: 
AG tlaciguoc cee cacdue: Cacemaones $7.01 $6. 52 $5. 49 $1095) | 3* 22 Saoeleee some 
(Oo ees = Se ne BEcss Hsp Sn Rec ie bSocer BES ee 6. 46 5.99 4.65 WUC AON So oo eect tae eetan 


TOL DOD NOSS ee teen asain 55 - 53 si84.)] | =) (eB) | See eee late 
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AKRON FIELD STATION. 


The results at Akron, Colo., secured by fall plowing barley stubble, 
furrowing with a lister instead of plowing, spring plowing barley stub- 
ble, spring plowing oat stubble, and disking corn ground in prepara- 
tion for barley, have been dependent upon the season. Some seasons 
have favored one method and other seasons other methods, but on 
the whole little choice is to be made from the average of the six years 
under study. Subsoiling as compared with fall plowing without sub- 
soiling has been done at a distinct loss each year except the first. 

Summer tillage has increased the average yield from 17.6 bushels 
following a small-grain crop to 24.8 bushels per acre. Subsoiling and 
summer tillage show small losses of $1.33 and $1.23 per acre. Other 
methods show profits ranging from $1.17 on fall-plowed land to $2.89 
on disked corn ground. 


Taste XIV.— Yields and cost of production of barley by different methods at the Akron 
Field Station, 1909 to 1914, inclusive. 


Yield per acre (bushels). 
Number 
Treatment and previous crop. | of plats 
faveraged.| i999 | i910 | 1911 | 1912 | 1913 | 1914 | Average. 
Fall plowed: Barley............-. 1 16.8 10.5 16.3 27.9 3.1 36.7 18.6 
Spring plowed: 
is anle yee oe se a saa tenn 1 19.7 13.1 8.7 28.8 4.6 32.1 17.8 
(GEV Sacokebbooock Soppnpcseses 1 22.2 10.2 2.5 35, 2 7.9 40.2 19.7 
Total or average........... 2 21.0 11.7 5.6 32.0 6.3 36.2 18.8 
Wasted: banley------<----=2-----~ 1 19.2 12.6 4.6 36.0 4.4 30.8 17.9 
Subsoiled: Barley-. ie 1 19.8 6.9 5.2 22.5 1.5 27.9 14.0 
Disked: Corn ....... ne 3 18.7 12.9 1y¢ 28.9 6.4 42.0 18.4 
PRIMO PM Od n= cesemisos cones 1 24.6 16.0 12.6 40.2 16.3 46.2 24.8 
Average of all 9 plats.......]..---....- 19.8 12.0 6.1 30.8 6.3 37.8 18.8 
SUMMARY OF YIELDS AND DIGEST OF Cost. 
Tillage treatment. Previous crop. 
Yields, values, etc. (average peracre).| Fall | Spring |; Sub- Small 
S plowed | plowed Died ee soiled Sooner grain Sonn 


1 
pist). aay plats). | plat). pist). (1 plat). plats). plats). 


6.8 21.0 18.7 19.2 19.8 24.6 19.5 18.7 

0.5 ph ye 12.9 12.6 6.9 16.0 10.7 12.9 

6.3 5.6 1.7 4.6 5.2 12.6 7.5 ie? 

7.9 32.0 28.9 36.0 22.5 40.2 30.1 28.9 

3.1 6.3 6.4 4.4 1.5 16.3 4.3 6.4 

6.7 36. 2 42.0 30. 8 27.9 46.2 33.5 42.0 

PASVBYAP OL: conmomsps witeena sans 18.6 18.8 18.4 17.9 14.0 24.8 17.6 18.4 

Crop value, cost of production, etc.: 

(UT Cnc tee eeeiacemeeas cates $7.63 | $7.71 | $7.54 | $7.34] $5.74] $10.17 |........]-.....-. 
WOSitiete nee coco cueman se aenesee 6. 46 5.99 4.65 5.45 7.07 KIO | Eee ceca 
TPs eo) 08 1 Nee 1.17 1.72 2.89 1.89 | —1.33 SS) VA) las see od sascooss 
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HAYS FIELD STATION. » 


In the results for seven years presented for study from Hays, 
Kans., one crop has been lost by hail. With the exception of 3.4 
bushels per acre produced by summer tillage, one crop has been lost 
by drought. In two years the average yield was heavy, in two 
it was light, and in one it was fair. In the matter of productive 
and nonproductive years, the record for barley at this station is 
the same as that of oats. The year when the crop was destroyed 
by hail is not included in computing the averages. 


TABLE XV.— Yields and cost of production of barley by different methods at the Hays 
Field Station, 1908 to 1914, inclusive. 


Newer Yield per acre (bushels). 
Treatment and previous crop. of plats 
averaged.) 1993 | 1909 | 1910 | 1911 | 1912 | 1913 | 1914 | A 
verage. 
Fall plowed: Barley.......-.-.-------- 1/ 12.4] () |19.7] 0 28.8] 4.0 | 16.7 13.6 
Spring plowed: 
BANOY 2. ssteescs = scene sacs eee 1] 5.8] (@) |12.5] 0 22.4) 2.6] 9.9 8.9 
Oatsiz=eeo--e- = eae aoe eee ceed 1] 9.2] @) | 15.0] 0 29.8] 17.0] 9.4 13.4 
Total or average. -....----------- P4 || 7 Otis see A 13.8 |....-- 26.1] 9.8| 9.7 11.2 
Listed: Barley. - 1} 10.1} () |19.7] 0 31.8] 2.1 | 12.6 12.7 
Subsoiled: Barle 1/ 14.8] (!) | 19.3] 0 33.8 | 4.6 | 15.2 14.6 
LOTR bys Be Ace season spcss 6] 11.0] () | 28.3) 0 25.1] 3.5 | 16.4 14.1 
Green manured: 
I ales f 32.3 | 0 16.9 | 12.9 | 15.3 16.5 
1} 5.0] @ 34.1 0 17.7 | 14.0 | 16.2 14.5 
Total or average...-..--.----..-- 2 RLono meee ee SREY Reeser 17.3 | 13.5 | 15.8 15.5 
Summer tillede- 2.) --2- ss. ase sees 1/189] (1) | 18.4] 3.4 | 36.2] 20.9 | 18.0 19.3 
Average of all 14 plats...........].-.----=-- WE / | eae 24.3 -2| 26.3 | 7.1 | 15.1 14.1 
SUMMARY OF YIELDS AND DIGEST OF Cost. 
Tillage treatment. Previous crop. 


Yields, values, ete. 


average per ac ; Green Small 
(average per acre). Fall Spring | pisked | Listed Sub-t anced Se grain Come Keane. 


plowed | plowed soiled 
(1 plat). |(2 plats). (6 plats).| (1 plat). (1 plat). (2 plats). (1 plat). pists) plats).|plats). 
Yields of grain: 
OOS See bush... 12.4 7.5 11.0 10.1 14.8 13.3 18.9} 10.5 | 11.3] 10.4 
1909... do..--) (@) @) (@) @) ¢ () () () ) 
LOO Reese do... 19.7 13.8 28.3 19.7 19.3 33. 2 18.4 | 17.2 6 6 
TOTS rere dovs: 0 0 0° 3.4 id) 0 
1912... .. do... 28.8 26.1 25.1 31.8 33.8 17.3 36.2 | 29.3 | 26.1 23.0 
1913-22 do... 4.0 9.8 3.5 2.1 4.6 13.5 20.9] 6.1 chil 4.4 
LOT a ere do.. 16.7 9.7 16.4 12.6 15. 2 15.8 18.0 | 12.8 | 15.6 | 18.2 
Average...... 13.6 11.2 14.1 12.7 14.6 15.5 19.3 | 12.7] 13.8] 14.6 
Crop value, cost of 
production, ete.: 
Vale: 2 oes $5. 58 $4.59 $5. 78 $5. 21 $5. 99 $6. 36 O75 915)| 2 sess | Sees fete 
Costin 2 se see 6. 46 5.99 4.65 5.45 7.07 14. 51 0 eee | ee | ees 
Profit or loss.| — .88 | —1.40 T1315 08)| Ba | aay | eeeee ee |e 


1 Destroyed by hail. 
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The results range from an average yield of 8.9 bushels per acre 
on spring-plowed barley land to 19.3 bushels per acre on summer- 
tilled Jand. Green manure is in second place, with average yields 
of 15.5 bushels per acre. In all but the first year, peas plowed 
under produced slightly larger crops than winter rye similarly 
treated. There has been a gain of 1 bushel per acre from sub- 
soiling over fall plowing not subsoiled. Furrowing over winter 
with a lister produced practically the same as fall plowing. Fall- 
plowed barley stubble gave better results than spring-plowed bar- 
ley stubble. Spring-plowed oat stubble produced practically the 
same as fall-plowed barley stubble. Disked corn ground produced 
slightly better yields than the average of the crops following small 
grains on fall or spring plowing. 

The main positive result shown in the table of yields is an increase 
of about 6 bushels an acre as the result of summer tillage, or a some- 
what lesser increase as a result of modifying the summer tillage by 
plowing under a crop of green manure. 

The only method that produced barley at a profit was that of 
disking corn ground. This shows a profit of $1.13 per acre. All 
other methods show losses which range from 24 cents on listed 
ground to $3.49 on summer-tilled land and $8.15 on green-manured 


land. 


GARDEN CITY FIELD STATION. 


During the work of six years with barley under study at Garden City, 
Kans., one crop has been lost by drought and one by hail. In the 
other four years, yields have been obtained. 

The highest average yield, 11 bushels per acre, has been obtained 
from summer tillage. Next to this in point of average yield is disked 
corn ground. Subsoiling has given the same average yields as fall 
plowing done at the same time without subsoiling. Marked advan- 
tage in two years appears to have been derived from furrowing with 
a lister and leaving the land rough through the winter instead of 
plowing. 

On the whole the average yields are so low and there are so many 
inconsistencies in the behavior of the different methods from year to 
year that the results are chiefly valuable as indicators rather than as 
definite guides to practice. It appears that there is sound reason for 
the consensus of opinion as evidenced by farm practice which gives 
little place to spring-sown barley in the territory served by this 
station. 

The crop has been produced at a loss by all the methods under 
trial. The losses range from $1 per acre on disked corn ground to 
$6.89 on summer-tilled land. 
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TasLe XVI.— Yields and cost of production of barley by different methods at the Garden 
City Field Station, 1909 to 1914, inclusive. 


Yield per acre (bushels). 


Number 
Treatment and previous crop. of plats Average. 
averaged.! 1999 | 1910 | 1911 | 1912 | 1913 | 1914 
Fall plowed: Barley.......------ 1 4.8 5.4 0 O05 eG) 15,2 6.9 
Spring plowed: 
Te CN Se ae com nina ons 1 2.4 1.0 0 6.9 3 3.9 2.8 
OBtSES eee edec tes esesees an 1 5.7 2.3 0 17.0 1 a0) 5.7 
Total or average. ...------- 2 4.1 ME WeBopscs 250) eee 3.7 4.3 
Listed: Barley... 1 3.2 5.0 0 14.5 (1) 18.8 8.3 
Subsoiled: Barley 1 BRYE 5.2 0 8.5 () 17.3 6.9 
Disked: Corn. 3 4.8 5.4 0 15.8 (1) 18.5 8.9 
Summer tilled . 1 10.0 13.5 0 iBFal (4) 18.5 11.0 
Average ofall 9 plats.......|.....----- 4.6 Os 49) Sees 1259) aeeetes 15.7 ata 


SUMMARY OF YIELDS AND DiGEst OF Cost. 


Tillage treatment. Previous crop. 
Yields, values, ete. (average aa E ale eee 
per acre). ‘a! pring A . ub- ummer| Sma 
plowed | plowed (a = Meat soiled tilled grain apes 
(1 plat). (2 plats).| PP 'S)-| © Pla")-) ( plat).| (1 plat). |(5 plats).|‘” PA"? 
Yields of grain: 
1909... bushels. . 4.8 4.1 4.8 3.2 3.7 10.0 4.0 4.8 
eedoes.2 5.4 N57 5.4 5.0 5.2 13.5 3.8 5.4 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
9.0 12.0 15.8 14.5 8.5 aol 11.2 8 
(@) () () @) () @) () Q) 
15.2 3.7 18.5 18.8 17.3 18.5 aby 18. 
AV@ragel.sosscessse-2= 6.9 4.3 8.9 8.3 6.9 11.0 6.1 8.9 
Crop value, cost of produc- al 
tion, ete.: 
Value of crop........---- #2. 83 $1.71 $3.65 $3. 40 $2. 83 $40.50: Es = Sona eects 
Cost of production. ...... 6. 46 5.99 4.65 5.45 7.07 115.40) | aes eee 
Oss Soon eae eee —3. 63 —4.23 —1.00| —2.05 —4,24 —=6.189 || PoP ae oe eae 


1 Destroyed by hail. 


DALHART FIELD STATION. 


Persistent attempts have been made for six years to grow barley 


at the station at Dalhart, Tex. 


years by hail, drought, and soil blowing. 


In only two years have any yields been obtained. 


The crop has been lost in the different 


If this record 


is indicative of average conditions, as it is believed to be, it would 
show that spring-sown barley has no place in the farm practice of 


this section. 
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TABLE X VII.— Yields and cost of production of barley by different methods at the Dathart. 
Field Station, 1909 to 1914, inclusive. 


Yield per acre (bushels). 
Number 
Treatment and previous crop. of plats . | Average. 
averaged.| 1999 | 1910 | 1911 | 1912 | 1913 | 1914 
Fall plowed: Barley.....-..----- 1 0 () 0 () 0 15.6 3.9 
Spring plowed: 
Barley eres ac aeaa weenie = on 1 0 3 0 (@) 0 Trt, 1.9 
(OFS aeen oS oceeeseeaeeeceda 1 0 (¢ 0 (@) (WR ccced Hanon soce 
Total or average.........-- PF Besos oc] oSeec Ee) RORCOrae HeSEeeeH Baaceeets 7.7 1.9 
Listed: Barley. 4.4 
Disked: Corn. . < 1.6 
Summer tilled... .. fe 1 0 (1) 6.4 
Average ofall 8 plats.......|......-... SG) | Repsonce| Gest dete pa ea basen 3.6 
SUMMARY OF YIELDS AND DIGEsT OF Cost. 
Tillage treatment. Previous crop. 
Yields, values, ae (average au ae 2 Hoa 
er acre). ‘a ring sone : ummer mal 
: plowed | plowed Gane Gans tilled grain | (3 Tats) 
(1 plat). | (2 plats). | & P*s)-) © Plat). | (q plat). | (4 plats). | 6° Piats)- 
0 0 0 0 7 0 0 
@) @) (©) (@) @) @) () 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
(1) (@) (@) Q) () () () 
0 0 0 0 0 0 
15.6 7.7 6.4 17.6 18.1 13.6 6.4 
PAV OLAS CSc einem sm ames 3.9 1.9 1.6 4.4 6.4 3.4 1.6 
Crop value, cost of production, = 
ete.: 
WOE E  See a CBE CEE EE acree $1.60 $0. 78 $0. 66 $1.80 $2562) Soe astes |penceec sec 
CHS too SSS (SSE SUC EOE ee 6. 46 5.99 4.65 5. 45 ID bac (tl Ae Ce Bese ar 
OSS rere nistepler we ares emia —4, 86 —6. 21 —3. 99 —3. 65 he Ee em Col beac eos 


1 Destroyed by hail. 
AMARILLO FIELD STATION. 


The results with barley at Amarillo, Tex., have been tabulated for 
six years; 1910 is not included, owing to the necessity of changing the 
location of the farm. The crop of that year was the first from 
prairie sod and was raised on land uniform in its preparation for all 
plats. While there was some growth of straw, a crop of grain did 
not mature. Three of the six years under study were productive of 
much better average yields than the other three. During two years 
the crop was practically a failure by all methods. In the remaining 
year one method, summer tillage, gave a yield of 17.5 bushels per 
acre, while most of the other methods were failures. On the average, 
there appears to lave been no increase in yields from subsoiling, from 
listing instead of plowing, or from raising the barley on disked corn 
ground. 
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The only method that has consistently shown increases sufficient to 


attract attention is summer tillage. 


Under this method barley has 


given an average yield for six years of 12.6 bushels per acre, with a 


maximum yield in any one year of 19.6 bushels per acre. 


On the 


whole, barley does not seem to offer more promise for this section 


than any other of the spring-sown small grains. 


A loss by all methods under trial has attended the growth of the 
crop. These losses range from $1.94 on disked corn ground to $6.23 


on summer-tilled land. 


Taste XVIII.— Yields and cost of production of barley by different methods at the 
Amarillo! Field Station for 1908, 1909, and 1911 to 1914, inclusive. 


Yield per acre (bushels). 
Treatment and previous crop. are 
averaged.| 1909 1910 1911 1912 1913 1914 | Average. 
Fall plowed: Barley.......------ 1 13.2 5.8 11.7 GG 0 16.7 8.2 
Spring plowed: 
‘Barley ede ee ese 1 7.9 0 12.2 2.7 0 21.0 7.3 
OAS ose che sates tos stecc 1 8.1 0 12.3 iG 0 2.7 4.0 
(AVOTAPOs eo eee se sane 2 8.0 0 12.3 ICG) 0 Te9 6:72. 
Ihisted:| Barleyas-seases-- --2-- =e 1 10.8 0 11.4 1.5 0 13.1 6.1 
Subsoiled: Barley .....-.-..----- i 11.9 0 10.3 1.5 0 17.1 6.8 
DiskediCormssss-teear eases eee 1 7.5 0 11.8 1.7 0 18.8 6.6 
Summer tilled. -t- <2. 2222-22 -.5- 1 15.2 17.5 15.0 4.2 4.2 19.6 12.6 
Average of all 7 plats.......|..-.--.--. 10.7 3.3 12.1 2.1 -6 15.6 7.4 
SUMMARY OF YIELDS AND DIGEsT OF Cost. 
Tillage treatment. Previous crop. 
Yields, values, ete. (average per F Sum- 
2 all- | Spring- Sub- Small 
BEE plowed plowed D fe peed pai iilled ae See 
a 
plat). Sey: plat). | plat). oh: plat) aay plat). 
Yields of grain: 
8.0 7.5 10.8 11.9 15.2 10.4 7.5 
0 0 0 0 17.5 1.2 0 
12.3 11.8 1l.4 10.3 15.0 11.6 11.8 
1.9 1.7 1.5 1.5 4.2 iby 1.7 
0 0 0 0 4.2 0 0 
11.9 18.8 13.1 17.1 19.6 14.1 18.8 
5.7 6.6 6.1 6.8 12.6 6.5 6.6 
$2.34 | $2.71] $2.50] $2.79 $5217) | oo sees [eee eee 
5.99 4.65 5.45 7.07 10-40) oe once mtn 
—3.65 | —1.94 | —2.95 | —4.28 | —6.23 |........].----... 


1 The location of the station was changed in 1910, and the records for that year were not used. 


GENERAL DISCUSSION OF RESULTS. 


In the preceding pages the data have been presented and discussed 
In the following pages some of the more 
important phases are discussed from a more general standpoint. 


for each station separately. 
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To facilitate this study, Table XIX has been prepared, bringing 
together for each station the average yields as grouped for this study 
under different methods of preparation, and also assembling the 
data from the tables of yields and cost of production in such a way as 
to show the profit or loss in dollars and cents per acre for the average 
crop by each method for which it has been computed at each station. 

Table XIX shows that the yields at Belle Fourche, Garden City, 
Dalhart, and Amarillo have been markedly lower than at the 10 
other stations. While some methods have increased the yields at 
these stations, they have not brought them up to a point that offers 
much encouragement for the growth of barley. The only profit 
shown from any method under study at these stations is one of 35 
cents per acre from disked corn ground at Belle Fourche. This 
nominal profit has resulted from the low cost of production rather 
than from the amount of yield. The indications are that the combi- 
nation of soil and climatic conditions at these stations is not favorable 
to the growth of barley, nor can the unfavorable conditions be over- 
come by cultural practices. 


Taste XIX.—Comparison of the average yields and profit or loss in the production of 
barley by different methods of tillage at fourteen stations in the Great Plains area. 


| Methods of tillage. 


Number 
Statement of data. of yeas meee (ane =e A 2 
averaged. a pring | 7; ub- a reen ummer 

plowed. | plowed. | Listed. | coiteg. | Disked- | manured.| tilled. 


NOCCAAROAONE 


me 


Belle Fourche... 
Scottsbluff... 
North Platte 


erat 
GASES? O10 SS TCO 


Dalhart..... act - 

Amiarillo:. 3.:2.2-..--.+ 
Profit or loss (—) : 

Judith Basin........... 


Scottsbluff - - - 
North Platte 


ARMIAAWONOAWWAMWE RRUAADNAWWMAUMNU 


Table XIX also shows that at 10 of the 14 stations under study 
disked corn ground has been productive of higher yields of barley 
than either the fall or spring plowing of stubble. At Hettinger and 
North Platte it has been clearly exceeded by both. At Akron it 
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has been exceeded by both, but the differences among the three 
are only fractions of a bushel. At Amarillo disked corn land 
has been between fall-plowed and spring-plowed stubble in yield 
Its low cost of production has made it the most profitable method 
under trial at all stations except Hettinger. It has been productive 
of a profit at all stations except Garden City, Dalhart, and Amarillo. 
This study, dealing with but one crop, does not consider the relative 
profitableness of other crops in the farming system. 

It should be borne in mind that at all stations disking corn ground 
as a preparation for all small grain crops has been done upon corn 
land kept free from weeds. If weeds were allowed to develop in the 
corn, similar results should not be expected. To the extent that 
the weeds developed or were unhindered in their growth, just so far 
would the corn ground approach a grain stubble in the condition of 
the seed bed. If the weeds matured seed, further damage by their 
growth might be done to the succeeding crop. 

Preparing the ground with a lister instead of a plow has been 
practiced at eight stations. At only one station, Judith Basin, were 
the yields very materially different from those on fall-plowed land. 
But, as has been pointed out, the yields on fall-plowed land at that 
station were lowered somewhat by damage done by gophers. At 
the other stations, though it did not in all cases give higher yields 
than plowing, it showed, owing to a lower cost of preparation, slightly 
more profit where profits are shown and less loss where losses are 
shown than plowing. 

The difference between spring and fall plowing is largely one of 
season. In the average of the 13 stations at which both were under 
trial there is practically no difference. At only three stations is 
there a difference of over 2 bushels per acre. At the four more 
southern stations the advantage has been with fall plowing. This 
is the only consistent territorial difference to be noted in the com- 
parison of these two methods, but production at these four stations 
and at Belle Fourche has resulted in a loss by both methods. _ Spring 
plowing shows a profit at all other stations, and fall plowing shows 
a profit at all others except Scottsbluff. 

Subsoiling in preparation for the barley crop has been practiced at 
seven stations. At only two of these has the consequent yield de- 
parted far from that on fall-plowed land. At the Judith Basin 
station there has been a marked gain and at Akron a marked de- 
crease. In the average of the seven stations the yield from this 
method has been only 0.4 of a bushel more than from fail plowing. 
The cost of the method has been such that it has paid a profit at only 
the Judith Basin station. 

The highest average yields at eleven of the fourteen stations have 
been by summer tillage. At the Judith Basin station subsoiled land 
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has yielded a fraction of a bushel higher. At Dickinson and Edgeley 
the yields on disked corn ground have been appreciably higher than 
on summer tilled-land. While the averages of all the stations are 
not strictly comparable, summer tillage has increased the yield over 
the fall plowing and the spring plowing of cropped land nearly one- 
half. The average increase over disked corn ground has not been 
nearly so great. 

These increases in yields have not been in proportion to the in- 
creased cost of the method. In no case has summer tillage been the 
most profitable method under trial. As values and costs are here 
figured, this method shows a profit at only four stations, Judith 
Basin, Williston, Dickinson, and Hettinger. At Scottsbluff, North 
Platte, and Hays the losses have been small. At the other seven 
stations they have been sufficiently great to discourage hope of 
changing them to profits by the extension of the record or by an 
adjustment of value or cost. 

Green manuring for barley has been tried at only two stations, 
Huntley and Hays. At Huntley, where it was in comparison with 
only spring-plowed land and disked corn ground, it gave the highest 
average yield. This average is the highest resulting from any 
method at any station. The record, however, is for only two years. 
At Hays its yield has been greater than that on land from which a 
crop was harvested, but not as high as that on summer-tilled ground. 

On the whole, differences in climatic conditions of different seasons 
have produced much wider variations in yields than have resulted 
from differences in cultivation. Some seasons have a combination 
of climatic factors so adverse as to produce failures by all methods 
of tillage at some stations. Other seasons have conditions so favor- 
able that any and all methods of tillage produce good crops. Still 
other seasons prohibit production by some methods, but allow it 
with others. The greater the number of years averaged the more 
nearly will the final figure represent average seasonal conditions. 
This longer average will also tend to reduce the wide differences 
that may result between methods during some seasons especially 
favorable to some particular method. No method so far tried, 
however, has been able to overcome the extremely unfavorable con- 
ditions which sometimes exist. 


CONCLUSIONS. 


(1) Differences in the climatic conditions of different seasons have 
caused much wider variations in yields than have resulted from dif- 
ferences in cultivation. 

(2) Yields at Belle Fourche, Garden City, Dalhart, and Amarillo 
have been markedly lower than those obtained at the other field 
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stations. The only profit shown at any of these stations is 35 cents 
an acre on disked corn ground at Belle Fourche. 

(3) The highest average yields at eleven of the fourteen stations 
have been by summer tillage. On the average, it increased the 
yields nearly one-half over those produced on land cropped in the 
preceding year. On account of its cost it has not been the most 
profitable method of production. 

(4) At ten of the fourteen stations under study disked corn 
ground produced higher yields than from either the fall plowing or 
the spring plowing of barley stubble. 1t has been the most profitable 
method under trial at all the stations except Hettinger. 

(5) The relative advantage of either fall or spring plowing is 
largely dependent upon the season. In the general average of the 
thirteen stations at which each method has been tried there is prac- 
tically no difference. At only three stations has there been an 
average difference of over 2 bushels per acre between the two meth- 
ods. At the four more southern stations fall plowing has been bet- 
ter than spring plowing. 

(6) At the seven stations where subsoiling for barley has been 
tried it has produced an average of only 0.4 of a bushel more than 
fall plowing. At only twostations has there been a marked difference 
in the results of the two methods. At one of these, subsoiling has 
been responsible for an increase and at the other for a decrease in 
yield. 

(7) At eight stations listing instead of plowing has been tried. 
While the resulting yields have not been materially different from 
those on fall-plowed land, the lower cost of listing has made it the 
more profitable method. 
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